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Coordinator’s Corner 

“….and the survey says…” 

 

Greetings and Welcome to a new school year! 

 I am excited to be working with students, staff and parents again this year in SEL. 

This will be my fourth year with the district. During my time here, the gifted staff has 

worked to create gifted programming for our identified students. I like to put an “ing” 

on “programming” to denote that SEL uses a variety of approaches with our gifted 

learners as we realize there are many ways to meet the needs of our students.  

 To help direct us as we move ahead with our gifted programming we asked 

students and parents to give the gifted department some feedback at the end of last 

year via both written surveys (students) and on-line surveys (parents). I promised to 

share the results with you – so here is what we found out.  

 In grades 3 – 8,  95% of STEP UP student report that their overall perception of 

STEP UP programming is either Very Positive or Positive. 

 On parent surveys, 75% reported that their overall perception of gifted 

programming was Very Positive and 25% reported it to be Positive. 

 In grades 3 – 8,  94% of STEP UP students report that gifted programming 

provides higher level thinking challenges. 

 On parent surveys, 60% reported that they believe the gifted programming in SEL 

provides their students with higher level thinking challenges “to a great extent” 

and 40% believe higher level challenges are provided “adequately.” 

Results are similar for our ALPHA students. Of all ALPHA students in grades 3 – 6, 

only one student marked “negative” for their overall perception of ALPHA 

programming. Every other ALPHA student marked “Very Positive” or “Positive” with 

the majority of responses being “Very Positive.” 



 

There was also a section on both surveys for personal 

comments. There were many positive statement made. 

I will share a few. 

 Independent study projects were great! 

 STEP UP has been very good for my son. It is his 

favorite day of the week.  

 I really love ALPHA. I like all of the fun books we 

read. We have fun learning and discussing 

questions and comments with each other. 

 
 This class teaches things that actually prepare you for life. For example: ISP, 

Entrepreneurship, Advertising and Stock Market. 

 I loved the creative challenges and the friendships I have come across when just 

knowing them for a little bit.  

We love all of the positive feedback, but the gifted staff is also looking for ways to 

refine gifted programming. Based on feedback of both the student group and the 

parents, STEP UP and ALPHA programming will include more support / direction in the 

area of time-management, organizational and study skills. We reached this conclusion 

by noting that only 68% of STEP UP students believed that gifted programming helped 

to develop these skills. Parents agreed with this. Only 35% of parents believed that 

gifted programming supported the development of organizational and/or time 

management skills “to a great extent.” 40% believed this to be at the “adequate” level 

25% thought this area was “less than adequate.” One parent also encouraged 

programming for “assistance with improving study skills and note taking.” 

Bright kids often are “organizationally-challenged.” In fact, the brighter they are, 

the more likely it is that they will have issues with organization (or, more likely, the 

grown-ups in their lives will have concerns about their not being organized). 

 So this year in SEL gifted programming, students will be introduced / review 

strategies that will hopefully help them with time management, organizational and study 

skills. 

 Thanks again for your input on the surveys. We value your opinions. During this 

school year, please feel free to contact me with any questions / concerns.  

Debra Barrickman 

 


